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with the animals and birds, with trees
and grasses, with the woodland and
the pond, but is not a nature book in
the accepted sense for it tells of a man
who built a hut for himself in the very
heart of the woods and lived there alone
for two years, during which time he
jotted down in the most perfect English
his inmost thoughts.

Henry David Thoreau, author of
Walden, was born at Concord in Massa-
chusetts. His grandparents had crossed
the Atlantic from Jersey but he was
actually far more Scotch than French.
An adoring sister helped a great deal in
meeting Henry's fees at Harvard Uni-
versity and for a short while he was
himself a schoolmaster, though success
did not attend his efforts in this
direction.

His Love of Nature.

From that time a love of nature
claimed him entirely and he was about
twenty-eight years old when he set up
his hut in the wood and tried to carry

into effect his own ideas and opinions.
Thus, he had little or no money, but
was not above setting up a fence or per-
forming some other manual work to
bring him in a few dollars if there was
something he wished to buy. He grew
much of his own food and was never
idle, but he made friends of the birds
rather than human beings. If you
would read what it is like to live in soli-
tude for two years you should study
Walden and it will surprise you to know
what a lot Thoreau got out of his exis-
tence and the wonderful thoughts he
'was able to put into his book as the
result of this experiment in leading the
truly simple life.

Thoreau wrote several books and
some poems but the greatest of all his
works was Walden. He was a friend of
Emerson and for a while these two
American authors lived together.

William Henry Hudson [1841-1922].

For over thirty years William Henry
Hudson, field naturalist" as he described

Specially drawn for this work.
HUDSON  IN  SOUTH AMERICA
William Henry Hudson described himself as a field naturalist and we see him studying wild
life in South America, where he was born, not far from Buenos Aires. It was here that he first
became a keen student of Nature and he wrote of the animals, birds and flowers of his native
pampas.